How to say “should be” in Pali

Verb ‘to be’ always requires a complement (adjective or noun'). So, the syntax with
“should be” is of three parts: S.V.C in English, and S.C.V in Pali. We can say it in two
ways in Pali. In both ways, subject and complement must agree in form, gender, and
number. See the examples below—

1. A man should be brave.
Puriso sitro bhaveyya.
Purisena siirena bhavitabbam.

2. A woman should be elegant.
Itthi sirimati bhaveyya.
Itthiya sirimantiya bhavitabbam.

3. A teacher should be wise.
Acariyo pandito bhaveyya.
Acariyena panditena bhavitabbam.

4. Students should be obedient.
Sissa suvaca bhaveyyum.
Sissehi suvacehi bhavitabbam.

5. Meditators should be always mindful.
Yogino sada satimanta bhaveyyum.
Yogihi sada satimantehi bhavitabbam.

6. A king should be straightforward.
Raja ujuko bhaveyya.
Rajina ujukena bhavitabbam.

7. A monk should be contented.
Bhikkhu santuttho bhaveyya.
Bhikkhuna santutthena bhavitabbam.

8. A nun should be calm.
Bhikkhunt santi bhaveyya.
Bhikkhuniya santiya bhavitabbam.

9. Meditators should not be busy.
Yogino bahu-kicca na bhaveyyum.
Yogihi bahu-kiccehi na bhavitabbam.

10. Humans should be kind-hearted.

! The complement can be adjective, noun, adverb, locative, and a phrase.



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Manussa suhadaya bhaveyyum.
Manussehi suhadayehi bhavitabbam.

Devotees should not be drunkards.
Upasaka sura-dhutta na bhaveyyum.
Updasamehi sura-dhuttehi na bhavitabbam.

Wise ones should not be womanizers.
Pandita itthi-dhutta na bhaveyyum.
Panditehi itthi-dhuttehi na bhavitabbam.

One should be one’s refuge.
Atta attano natho bhaveyya.
Attana attano nathena bhavitabbam.

We should be gentle.
Mayam muduka bhaveyyama.
Amhehi mudukehi bhavitabbam.

We should not be arrogant.
Mayam pagabbhd na bhaveyyama.
Amhehi pagabbhehi na bhavitabbam.

We should not be hard-to-take-care.
Mayam du-bhard na bhaveyyama.
Amhehi du-bharehi na bhavitabbam.

You should be easy-to-take-care.
Tumhe su-bara bhaveyyatha.
Tumhehi su-bharahi bhavitabbam.

I should be a good person.
Aham sappuriso bhaveyyami.
Maya sappurisena bhavitabbam.

You should be mature.
Tvam nipako bhaveyyasi.
Taya nipakena bhavitabbam

A monk, when going, knows thus, “I’m going.”

Bhikkhu gacchanto va gacchami’ti pajandti.
Bhikkhuna gacchantena va gacchami’ti pajanitabbam.

. A monk, when standing, knows thus, “I’m standing.”
Bhikkhu thito va thito 'mhi’it pajandti.
Bhikkhuna thitena va thito ’'mhi’it pajanitabbam.



Exercises—
1. Make a sentence with V-3 or “-tabba’ suffix by using adjectives below:

mandapo/ a-mandapo
stlava/ dussilo
pannava/ dupaiiiio
balava/ dubbalo
dhanava/ daliddo
pandito/ balo
abhiripa/ duvannd
manapa/ a-manapa
stlavanti/ dussila
pannavanti/ dupanna
balavanti/ dubbala
dhanavanti/ dalidda
pandita/ bala

loveable/ despicable
virtuous/ un-virtuous
educated/ uneducated
strong/ weak

rich/ poor

smart/ stupid
beautiful/ ugly
loveable/ despicable
virtuous/ un-virtuous
educated/ uneducated
strong/ weak

rich/ poor

smart/ stupid



